
 

What did a miner need to have so he could do his job? 

Use these words to fill in the blanks below: 

canary, candles, shovel, pickaxe, helmet, gunpowder, ladder, tub, bucket. 

Children’s learning activities from the Peak District Mining Museum. 

 

A Derbyshire lead miner would use _________________ to help him light up the mine, he would 

often make these from animal fat and they would smell horrible. Each time he went into the mine he 

would take spare candles. On his head he would wear a __________________ called a bradder hat 

which was made of leather. 

The miner’s tools included a ___________________ to break up the rock, a _______________ to put 

the bits of rock into a    wooden____________________. Sometimes he would put the rock into a 

______________which was on rails and could be pushed out of the mine. To get into the mine they 

would often have to climb down _______________. 

In the bigger mines they would use explosives including ___________________, this could be        

dangerous as any sparks could make it explode before it was meant to! 

A few of the lead mines had problems with gases that could kill the miners. They would take a 

________________ in a cage into the mine, the gas would make the bird collapse before it affected 

the miners so they would know to leave the mine. 

Look at this picture of a miner with his pickaxe 

over his shoulder, his candles around his neck, his 

water bottle and his clay pipe in his pocket. 

Can you draw a picture of a miner? 

We would love to see it! You can photograph or 

scan it and send it to our Facebook page - 

www.facebook.com/peakmines 

Most of the miners were men but there were a few women miners. Lead mines did 

not often have children working underground unlike the coal mines. 














