
 

Peak District Mining Museum - groups of rocks 

There are three different groups of rock: 

Sedimentary - these are formed from layers of sediment (small bits of broken up rock, soil and sand) are pressed         

together over millions of years to form rock.  

Igneous - these are formed when magma (molten rock) under the earth or lava on the surface cools. 

Metamorphic - these are rocks that have been changed by the heat and pressure deep in the earth. 

Igneous rocks: 

Granite is a hard rock that forms 

from magma underground. 

When magma reaches the     

surface it is called lava. 

Obsidian is formed when lava 

flows into the sea. 

When lava cools it can also 

make basalt rock. 

Metamorphic rocks: 

These were old rocks that were 

changed by heat and pressure 

deep in the Earth. 

Marble can be used for        

sculptures. 

Slate is impervious (will not let 

water through) so is ideal for 

using on a roof. 

Sedimentary rocks: 

Fossils are found in this type of 

rock. 

Limestone is a fairly hard       

sedimentary rock. 

Chalk is a softer sedimentary 

rock. 

Flint was used to make sharp 

blades before we had metals. 

Read the information below and use it to answer the questions: 

Use the information above to find the answers: 

1) Name one sedimentary rock. 

2) Which rock is formed when lave flows into the sea? 

3) What is sediment? 

4) Before humans had metal what was flint used for? 

5) Why is slate a good material to use on your roof? 

6) How are metamorphic rocks formed? 

7) Name one igneous rock. 

8) Which group of rocks would you find fossils in?  

9) This is granite which 

group of rocks is it in? 

10) High Tor is made of limestone 

which group of rocks is it in? 


























