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Discover the life of a Derbyshire mineral miner.
Investigate the equipment the miners used to
extract the lead ore from the ground, clamber
and crawl through our tunnels then visit Temple
Mine, a real mine, on a guided tour followed by
panning for minerals.

The museum has artefacts ranging from a simple
tallow candle up to huge water pressure engine
originally designed by Richard Trevithick. These
help to tell the story of the old miners who have
mined this area from Roman Times through to
the 1980s.



During the guided tour of the Museum the
children will taught about the uses and the
importance of lead ore (galena), including the
gruesome verse which the miners’ learnt by
rote to remind them of the punishments for
stealing from the mine. Mining techniques
including the use of black powder, gunpowder,
will be explained and the children will get
hands on experience of one of the ways to get
water out of the mine.

On the upper floor of the museum your guide
will explain how the ore was processed this
includes an explanation of how the rock and the
ore can be separated according to its density - if
you go on the mine tour the children will
experience this as part of the panning activity.
The changes of state will help your children to
understand the difference between smelting and
melting.

iy The children will then have time to explore our

mock tunnels - these include ladders and shafts

- to climb and passage ways to crawl through and
- they are just big enough for adults as well. It

provides an experience that the children will
remember for ever.



After the mine tour there is a chance to pan for
minerals and each child will be given a bag to
take home their finds - you may even find
something that glitters like gold. As well as being
good fun the process of panning links to the ore

A gu|ded tour of Temp|e Mine, a 20th Century Separation techniques you will be told about in
fluorspar mine, provides an underground the museum.

experience where hard hats are needed and
most people have to bend down in the lower
passages! You will discover how the rocks
formed millions of years ago (sedimentary and
igneous) and why they make the mine a bit wet
and muddy. You will see some ‘miner’s snot’ -
your guide will explain where it really comes
from. In contrast to the beauty of the rocks and
minerals your guide will tell you about the
dangers the miners faced. During the tour you
will get to see the mine by candle light just as the
old miners did and then, just briefly, in the dark.
There is also a secret which the guide will share
with you when you are at the furthest part of the
mine.




" We Build the Visit Around You

Our staff will build the visit around your needs - whether you come during the day or in the early evening
we can accommodate you from 9am until 9pm.

The coach can drop you off and pick you up from right outside the Museum.
During November through to March we are closed to the public during the week (apart from the school
holidays) which means you have exclusive access to the museum space. It is colder during those months -

treat the museum as an outdoor activity without the rain and come well wrapped up.

Our staff can provide simple coffee and tea or if you prefer something fancier there is a café next door
and a kiosk in the car park who both do take-away drinks.



Top Tips for a Great Visit

1. Make sure the children bring a jumper or cardigan even for a museum visit as we are not able to heat
the museum.

2. If you are going on the mine tour the children will need to bring a coat (it is 10°c throughout the year)
and they need to either wear waterproof trainers with good grips or wellingtons as it is wet and muddy
in the mine.

3. We pan for minerals outdoors even if it rains or there is ice on the panning tanks - in fact the large
sheets of ice make it even more exciting for the children.

4. If you forgot to book our Pump Room for your visit do get in touch and see if it is available- there is no
extra charge and you can safely leave belongings and eat lunch in there.

5. Do come for a pre-visit and bring family or friends along. We will provide two family tickets (2 adults &
3 children) for staff to come and visit before you bring the school children. You can look around the
museum, visit the mine on one of our public tours (if that is part of the school visit) and our staff will show
you where the toilets and the Pump Room are. Just email from school to let us know the names of the staff
who are coming.

6. Relax! Our museum and mine provide hands-on learning. The children are allowed to touch, turn and lift
things. Our guides are skilled at working with children and are able to explain things at their level as well
as answer some of the tougher questions. They will weave stories that captivate the children. We do ask
that you ensure that each group has a 2 adults with them who can manage any concerns a child has or
behaviour that might spoil the experience for their peers.



Our shop has a wide range of rocks and minerals from around the world with a large
selection priced from just £2. We also have other souvenirs, books and sweets on sale. Most
schools allow their pupils to bring £3-£5 which provides them with a wide range of choice. If
you plan to shop do let us know in advance and we will build it into the time table.
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Timings and Costs
We will build the visit around especially for your group. To do this we need to know:
the number of children
the number of adults

whether you wish to do just the museum, just the mine or both of them
an approximate arrival/departure time

We only have space for 18 people in the mine at a time. So, we will split a class of
between 19-35 into two groups: with half panning for minerals outside the mine, whilst
the others venture underground then they swap. Allow at least 90 minutes for this. This
would count as two guided tours of the mine - 2 guide charges.

In the Museum we can manage a group of up to 35 - that would be 1 guided session.
Allow at least 60 minutes for the museum but 75 minutes is better.

We can accommodate 70 children in the museum at a time. And maximum of 90
children on one visit if you are having guided tours of both the mine and museum but
you will need to allow more time for this.



Accessibility
Our Museum is in an old building and we do not have lift facilities.

To reach upper floor of the Museum there are 14 steps up and down.

If you have a child with limited ability they may struggle in our tunnels, we recommend you do a pre-visit
as you are best placed to know what they can do. We can do the guided tour just on the ground floor
which is all wheelchair accessible.

Temple Mine is a short but steep walk from the Museum. As a real mine it is a bit wet and muddy
underfoot and there is a flight of 28 steps up and down in the mine. We will work with you to
accommodate all of your children when possible - access to the mine with a walking frame is possible if
you have a determined child with two adults. Wheelchair access is not easy but you might be able to get
inside the first tunnel. Again, come and have a look and discuss it with us.





