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Introduction

Lead ore, known as Galena, has been mined in the Peak District for over 2,000 
years, probably since the Bronze Age. We have plenty of evidence that the 
Romans sought this mineral in the area, and it has been a valuable source of 
income for the people of Derbyshire ever since.

The challenge of mining the rich mineral veins has encouraged invention and 
innovation throughout history. It has led to the development of unique laws 
and customs in the area, and shaped the landscape of the Peak District.

A visit to the Peak District Lead Mining Museum provides hands-on 
interactive activities and the opportunity for young minds to explore 
underground worlds of the past and present.
Pupils will learn:

How the rocks 
and minerals were 
formed, millions of 

years ago

How the lives 
of local families 
were tied to the 
mining industry

How the uses 
of local minerals 

have changed 
through time

A typical visit

Allow ten minutes for booking-in, 
depositing coats and bags, and a toilet 
break.

The pupils are taken on a 30 
minute interactive tour of the 
museum, with one of our 
knowledgeable guides.

They then have 50 minutes 
to explore the museum for 
themselves, climb and crawl 
in the mock mine tunnels and 
visit the gift shop.

Pupils will walk a short distance to 
Temple Mine, which is situated across 
the road from the museum. Here  they will be guided on an 
underground tour and then have the chance to try ‘panning for gold’. This will 
take around 1 hour in total.

Total trip time: 2 hours 30 minutes

Timings can be flexible to suit your requirements. 

Facilities
Public toilets are situated next to the museum. Pupils can eat their packed 
lunches in the Pump Room, which is attached to the museum, or in the 
adjacent park.
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In the Mining Museum

Pupils will have the opportunity to try a variety of activities in the museum, 
including:

•  Handling mineral specimens

• Climbing and crawling through mock mine tunnels

• Exploring the tools and techniques that miners used, and how these have  
 changed through time

• Dressing-up and role-play activities

• Investigating how miners used science to overcome problems, such as   
 removing water

At Temple Mine

Pupils can explore a real working mine, that gives an authentic insight into life 
underground. During the guided tour pupils will discover:

•  The processes that formed local rocks and minerals, millions of years ago

•  The tools and equipment used by mineral miners

•  The dangers that miners faced

•  What is was like to work by candlelight

Outside the mine, pupils can pan for fool’s gold and other minerals. Larger 
groups will be split and alternate between activities.
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   Booking Form

Please contact us directly to ensure your required visit time and date is avail-
able. Maximum party size in the mine is 18, but larger groups can be divided 
between activities.

School/ Group name 

Address 

 

Contact Name 

Telephone 

Email 

Date of visit Arrival time 

Age range/ Key Stage 

Number of children 

Adults 

Would you like to visit the museum, mine or both?  

Does your visit relate to a particular topic you are studying?

 

Book a visit

To book a school visit either fill in the enclosed booking form and return it to 
us at:

Peak District Lead Mining Museum
The Grand Pavilion
South Parade
Matlock Bath
Derbyshire
DE4 3NR

Or contact us on:
Telephone: 01629 583834
Email: mail@peakmines.co.uk

Directions
We are situated in The Grand Pavilion , Matlock Bath, on the main A6 road 
from Derby.

Parking
Coaches can drop off parties in the bus bay, just in front of the museum. There 
is a large public long-stay car park near Matlock Bath train station, with coach 
parking. Mini-buses and cars can use the public short-stay car park next to the 
Pavilion for up to two hours.
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Curriculum Links  
with a visit to the Peak District 
Lead Mining Museum

The Curriculum until 2014
A visit to the Museum and Temple Mine is an excellent cross-curricular 
experience for students of any age. Below are some areas of the National 
Curriculum that would be complimented by a visit.

Subject 
Science English History Geography PSHE Art and Design 

Key Stage 1 Materials and their properties; Physical processes
Light and Dark Group discussion and interaction in all areas of ‘Knowledge, 
Skills and Understanding’, particularly ‘Historical Interpretation’ and 
‘Historical Enquiry’ Knowledge and Understanding of Places Preparing to play 
an active role as citizens

Pupils could use a visit to the Museum and Mine as inspiration for an art 
and design project.

Key Stage 2 Materials and their properties, particularly rocks and soils 
Speaking and listening. 
Drama (Role play activities are available) In all areas of ‘Knowledge, Skills and 
Understanding’, particularly ‘Historical Interpretation’ and ‘Historical Enquiry’. 
Local lead mining would also make an ideal Local History project. Knowledge 
and understanding of patterns and processes, and environmental change 

Key Stage 3 Geological activity
Human activity and natural processes that change the environment Language 
use for different purposes, e.g. museum interpretation Local lead mining 
history would make an ideal local or family history study, giving students the 
chance to explore local 

sources and sites A visit to the museum combined with a study of Matlock 
Bath, would include geological, physical and human processes and how these 
have shaped the environment. Matlock Bath is a good example of settlement 
and economy location. Taking part in cultural activities. Comparing their 
attitudes and values to those of people in the past. Pupils could use a visit to 
the Museum and Mine as inspiration for an art and design project. 

Key Stage 4 Changes in the earth’s surface and the environment  
Museum text as a case study for how texts are crafted.
Historic lead mining and underground conditions as inspiration for creative 
writing. Type of employment and voluntary opportunities available in the 
cultural sector.


