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News from the Museum
I am writing this at the end of a wet and windy half-term 
holiday – the perfect weather for visiting a museum 
and mine – and we have been pretty busy with families 
crawling through the tunnels, climbing the shafts and 
hunting for mice.  Look out for our new leaflets aimed 
at families which we hope will increase the number of 
visitors in 2020. Quite a few PDMHS members have 
visited the Museum over the holiday – do remember 
that you have free entry to the Museum with your 
membership – those who have visited for the first time 
in a few years have been amazed at how the Museum 
has changed. New staff are being trained up ready for 
the Easter holidays, we will need additional staff for 
July and August. This is an ideal job for students who 
are over 18 years old, if you know anyone who might be 
interested ask them to contact the Museum.
At the end of 2019 we had an inspection by Kids In 
Museums who have suggested some new family-friendly 
activities with Museum Development East Midlands 
providing funding to help put some of them into 
practice. Our bid for the funds has gone in and whilst we 
wait for the outcome, we have already added some of the 
changes to the Museum. 
A team of volunteers have been busy working alongside 
the electrician to inspect and update the electrics – 
there have been some interesting moments when we 
have found long lost crawl spaces and followed what 
feels like miles of cables around the building. Andy 
Gillings and John Glover have spent many hours here 
with Norman Birkett coming in to repair the holes that 
they have had to make in displays. The electrician has 
been here for 16 days with still more to come, as you 
can imagine this has not been cheap. Our volunteers 
have worked some additional days and without their 
commitment the cost would have easily been doubled. 
There is a new work team of volunteers at Temple Mine 
who meet most Thursday mornings. They are helping 
to keep the site tidy starting with painting the gates and 
shed which has made such a difference, they also have 
longer term plans to improve the display area outside the 
mine. If you would like to join this group, please contact 
them via the Museum.
After a year of hacks, viruses and frustration the 
Museum now has a new website thanks to Rob Hindle 
(who is also webmaster for the PDMHS site). It is a 
‘work in progress’ as we plan to update information and 
add new photographs, it is a steep learning curve for the 
Museum staff so please bear with us. 

We are looking forward to hosting the East Midland 
Industrial Archaeology Conference on the 2nd of 
May 2020 (see overleaf). This involves a morning of 
lectures on Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century Metal 
Mining in the Peak District and an afternoon field trip 
to the Magpie Mine surface remains in the afternoon 
for £15 (lunch is included) and will be an ideal 
introduction to the local metal mining industry. Spaces 
are filling up so do get your booking form (available on 
the PDMHS website) in quickly. If you are not able to 
access the form simply send your name, contact email 
(or SSAE) and details of any dietary requirements with 
a cheque for £15 per person to the Museum.
The Heritage Talks at the Museum have been very well 
attended this winter – do book in advance if you intend 
to come to a talk. These are an important fund-raiser 
for the Museum and have become a popular community 
event. We are also hosting some exhibitions this year 
which can be seen during the Museum’s opening hours. 
The exhibitions and talks are held in the Pump Room 
which is beginning to look a bit tired so we have applied 
for a grant to improve the lighting and hope to secure 
a local community grant to do further work later in the 
year. Keep your fingers crossed for us.

Talks
Tuesday 7th April - Limestone: The shrouded 
aesthetic - Steve Gresty. A talk by the art                               
photographer whose work will be on display.

Summer Break - look out for our walks!
Tuesday 6th October - The Norman Invasion of 
the Peak: Devastation, Reorganisation and Silver 
Mining - Lynn Willies.
Tuesday 3rd November - Medieval Meanderings in 
the Derwent Valley - Mary Wiltshire.
Tuesday 1st December - The Lumsdale Valley - 
John & Christine Piper.

Free Exhibitions
4th April - 8th May - Limestone: The Shrouded  
Aesthetic. Fine Art photography of Derbyshire 
Quarries by Steve Gresty.
30th August - 11th October - Mechanical 
Landscapes. Photography by Andrew Marland.
26th December - 1st March - Old Matlock Bath. 
A collection of photos and artefacts from the          
Museum archives.

Clare Herbert
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PDMHS Deputy Chairman: A New 
Role for Lynn Willies
At the PDMHS Council meeting on the 10th of January 
Lynn Willies was appointed to the vacant position of 
Deputy Chairman of the Society.  We are grateful to 
Lynn for offering to take on this role.

Steve Thompaon
Hon. Secretary

Below, Lynn explains his decision, and talks 
about his future involvement and how he 
sees the status and future of the Society
With the recent death of Sheelagh, my wife, I suddenly 
have more time available and decided, belatedly and 
after twenty years of standing aside, to offer myself for 
the vacant position of Deputy Chairman of the Society, 
to which position Council has now appointed me. What 
do I now make of the Society and what do I see as my 
mission in the next year or two in a role no one else 
seemed to want? 
Firstly, despite some of the gloomy forecasting I have 
heard over the years, the Society seems in pretty good 
health – a tribute to the several past chair(wo)men and 
the many members who gathered round them. Of course 
there are weaknesses – there always are.
At our flagship, the Magpie Mine field centre, structures 
have again been upgraded and, as the attendance at the 
September Heritage Open-Days demonstrate, the public 
response is very positive. But we all need to make 
better use of it – where else can you get such bargain 
accommodation on such a sublime site?
Archaeologically we have never been so well served, 
mainly because of John Barnatt’s work, but also thanks 
to our Conservation Officer, Adam Russell,  and their 
small supporting teams. The publication of their, and 
others’, research in Mining History and the Newsletter 
give us a great national and international standing. The 
quality of Mining History is hugely improved since my 
days as Editor. Maybe we could shout even more loudly 
about these accomplishments?
There is no current flagship underground exploration 
project quite like the Old Millclose Mine and Sough, 
but the closely linked, although the Underground 
Exploration Group (UEG) is thriving, so support 
certainly exists for what has always been a strong 
PDMHS feature. We are also helped by associated, 
smaller local, formal and informal organisations 
who run a range of surface and underground visits 
and explorations and who seem to welcome our 
participation. There are also the NAMHO meetings 
where we do fail to participate as much as we might in 
what can be extraordinary opportunities in other areas. 
When did we last host a NAMHO conference – well, it 
was eleven years ago!
At Matlock Bath, the Peak District Lead Mining 
Museum, thanks to three decades of Robin Hall’s (who 

retired a year or so ago) and friends’ ministrations, has 
never been better presented and gets very high star 
ratings and rave reviews on Trip Advisor and Google 
(look them up, we are number two of twelve on the 
Matlock Bath ratings). When did you last visit, members 
get free admission remember? Unfortunately the exterior 
of the Pavilion building is very poorly maintained, about 
which we can do little in the short term.
The continuing series of lectures at the Museum 
Pump Room, monthly during winter, attract very good 
audiences, including many members (the audience hit 
one hundred in February – so ensure you book), and 
next-autumn’s planning is well advanced. This is part 
of the effort to involve the community more. Currently 
the free Millclose Mine exhibition is displayed in the 
Pump Room and has gained considerable attention from 
Millclose miner’s descendants as was intended, and two 
further exhibitions are planned.
There is, though, a major problem at the Museum and 
Temple Mine with several years of much reduced visitor 
numbers and thus revenues, mainly due to the tight 
financial rein schools have been under and the very 
high cost of coaches. Mine and Museum are currently 
also being run under a very tight financial regime, but 
money has been found to pay for very much needed 
and expensive upgrades at both places of the electrical 
installations, supervised by Andrew Gillings. The good 
news is that the Mine and Museum gained a very good 
report recently for child friendliness (but damn that rag 
and chain pump not working!) for which we were given 
£500. This will help towards appropriate advertising, 
every spare penny now goes into that.
The outside of Temple Mine, however, was in a 
dreadfully shabby state, and though a small group have 
improved things by building new panning tanks and 
splashing the paint around, it still needs a great deal of 
effort to make it reasonably attractive again. The mine 
manager has made safety improvements within the mine 
so that is much less a worry. The outside will be my 
particular concern but help at both Museum and mine is 
very much needed. Some members of the “bus-pass club” 
are already enrolled for Thursday mornings, but younger 
help is solicited for the really hard tasks at weekends.
I have heard reports that  the Crich Project, is now 
almost finished: it will be one of my first trips out once 
the weather improves!
Finally I ask you to let me know if something is going-
on, as week or weekend I want to see it. If you can give 
me a lift (from Matlock) to save on bus-pass wear, it 
would help. A major objective is to see much more of 
what is currently active and, where appropriate, to shout 
about it. I’ve always been good at that, and, nowadays 
at my age, other options for activity are becoming more 
and more limited.
Do you have any suggestions, or can you help with any 
of our activities? You can ring me on 01629-584322.

Lynn Willies
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 72
Trial Levels, Wakebridge Farm, Crich, 
Derbyshire, SK 339 560

On the 1st of October 2019 the author went to look 
at two levels that had been found during earth/rock 
moving in the large field north of the Wakebridge Farm 
house and outbuildings.  Here the hillside was being 
cut back in advance of an ambitious new building being 
erected.  These levels lie just over 300m NNW of the 
Wakebridge Mine pumping engine 
house on Cliff Farm land.  If the 
building project has proceeded 
as planned, by the time this note 
appears in the newsletter both levels 
will have been sealed behind a 
retaining wall.
The levels were set about 7m to 8m 
apart and went into the hillside in 
a WNW direction.  They were cut 
through the sandstones and shales 
above the limestone that outcrops 
further to the east.  At the entrances 
both were about 1.0m high with 
that to the south 0.5m wide and the 
other to the north being 0.7m wide 
but it narrowed just inside to 0.5m 
wide.
Subsequently, on the 20th of 
October, a small team was given 
permission to enter the two levels.  
Both of these were found to be 
relatively straight, handpicked 
throughout and ending in forefields; 
there are pickwork scars on the 
sides and roofs but no shothole 
scars were observed.  They had 
typical ‘coffin level’ type profiles 
and rose slightly as they went 
inwards.  The southern level 
was 7.2m long, 1.0m high and 

Plate 1: A general shot of the level entrances in the 
cut-back hillside

Photo: John Barnatt.

Plate 2: (Above) The entrance to the 
southern level.
Plate 3: (Below) The entrance to the 
northern level.

Photos: John Barnatt

0.5m wide, heading inwards on a 
magnetic bearing of 293 degrees.  
The northern level was 10.6m long, 
1.2m high and 0.5m wide, heading 
in at 280 degrees.  Both ended just 
beyond a field wall at surface on the 
hillside above.
John Bailey, the farm owner, 
observed that prior to the 1st of 
October visit, when they first found 
the ‘northern’ level it was about 
10m further to the approximate 
east and lay south of the line 
projected from what remained in 
October.  Originally its ‘entrance’ 
was thought to be a natural fissure, 
but it became clear that it was a 
mine level of the same character 
as that in the present face.  At first 
it went approximately westwards 
but then turned through 90 degrees 
northwards and after a short 
distance then went westwards again.  
Just before where the level was 
exposed at the beginning of October 
there was what was thought to be a 
‘stone lined well’; presumably this 
was a ginged shaft from surface 
down to the level.  The southern 
level was first observed by the 
contractors close to where the rock 

Plate 4: The southern level looking towards the forefield. 
Photo: Martin Long
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face was at the beginning of October.  However, this 
author thinks it may well have been a continuation of 
what was first found starting about 10m to the east, but 
that it was choked at the junction with the open passage 
that led northwards and then turned west as the northern 
of the two levels.
It appears that the two levels, with associated cross cut 
and shaft, were exploratory levels searching for ore-
bearing veins, driven despite being in the sandstone and 
shales where mineralisation is usually poor; there was no 
mineralisation observed when the remaining parts were 
explored.  Perhaps the northern trial level was driven 
after part of the southern one collapsed, with a shaft 
sunk in case the way from surface collapsed further; 
it would also have improved ventilation.  There was 
nothing found that gave any indication of date for the 
levels, but it is thought likely these are post-medieval.

Reported: John Barnatt
Present: John Barnatt, Shirley Burtonshaw, 

Scott Humphries and Martin Long
Acknowledgements:

Many thanks to John Bailey, the farm owner for 
contacting the Mining Museum at Matlock Bath, 
asking for someone to look at the discoveries 
made; to Clare Herbert at the Museum for asking 
me to make a visit; to Lynne Willies and Martin 
Strassburger for making comments; to Shirley 
Burtonshaw, Scott Humphries and Martin Long for 
carrying out the underground inspection; and to 
Martin for reporting their findings to the author.

Shaft on Carder Low, Hartington, 
Derbyshire, SK 1298 6248
High on Carder Low there is a shaft that is approximately 
0.6m across, covered by one gritstone and one limestone 
slab, which appear to be secure and are level with the 
surrounding undisturbed ground surface.  A short section 
of limestone ginging is visible and the shaft is open as far 
as can be seen, but no more than 2m is visible.
The shaft is at the end of a line of hollows/upcast 
heading towards the south-east, which lines up with 
shaft hollows some 150m to 300m away, cutting across a 
public right of way at SK 1325 6239.
The shaft does not appear to have been noted in print 
before, although other mining remains on and in the 
vicinity of Carder Low have been (Heathcote and Shaw 
2004; Heathcote 2012, p. 34-38).

Reported: Adam Cooper
Present: Adam Cooper (observed: December 29th 2019)

References:
Heathcote, C.  (2012) A history and gazetteer of the 
lead mines within Hartington Liberty, Derbyshire: 
1191-1890. Mining History 18:3, pp. 23-62.
Heathcote, C. and Shaw, P.  (2004) Surface mining 
remains south of Carder Low, near Hartington, 
Derbyshire SK 128 623.PDMHS Newsletter 110, 
Observations and Discoveries 10.2.

Mine workings on Upper Edge, Greenside 
Farm, Hartington Upper Quarter, 
Derbyshire, centred SK 0714 6852
In his article on the mines of Hartington Liberty, Chris 
Heathcote noted the presence of mine workings to the 
east of Greenside Farm (Heathcote 2012), which he had 
not been able to visit whilst carrying out his fieldwork 
for that article.  The farm has recently come into the 
hands of the National Trust, so after making enquiries 
through Paul Mortimer, a visit to look at various 
features on the farm was arranged for a small party 
accompanied by Andy Gibbs, the National Trust ranger 
responsible for the area.
The most significant area of mining remains viewed was 
a vein running roughly north-east to south-west crossing 
Upper Edge, which has a number of extant shafts on 
the rough ground of the slope; the flat ground on the 
top of the edge and at the bottom of the shallow valley 
between the edge and the farm buildings have undergone 
agricultural improvement that has removed any trace of 
mining activity.  The shafts are mostly capped with old 
concrete fence posts, salvaged from the military camp 
that was formerly sited to the north of Greenside Farm 
(Smith 1957, 1959).
The shafts are listed below running from east to west, 
starting from the wall at the top of the ridge:

Plate 5: The northern level looking towards the entrance. 
Photo: Martin Long
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1. Oval 1m x 0.6m, ginged for about 0.5m, and choked 
at around 2m depth with sheep bones and rubbish.

2. Sub-square about 0.8m, ginged for about 1m and 
greater than 6m in depth; the bottom could not be 
clearly seen due to the shaft not being plumb.

3. Round, about 0.7m diameter and ginged for about 
1m; the bottom could not be clearly seen but appears 
to be at least 5m down .

4. Round, about 0.7m diameter and ginged for about 
0.5m; choked at around 2m depth with sheep bones 
and rubbish.

5. Round, about 0.6m diameter and ginged for about 
0.5m; choked at around 2m depth with sheep bones 
and rubbish.  The shaft is covered with large rocks 
rather than fence posts.

6. Choked with large rocks but appears to have been a 
round shaft about 0.7m diameter.

7. Round, about 1m diameter and choked at around 
2m depth with sheep bones and rubbish; the shaft is 
ginged for all of its visible depth.

There is a fine example of a limekiln and associated 
quarry just to the south of the vein; the kiln chamber has 
been backfilled with rocks but it is otherwise intact.
A second vein runs north-west to south-east across the 
slope of Upper Edge to meet the vein discussed above 
between shafts 1 and 2; no open shafts were observed 
but significant amounts of vein mineral were present 
in a hillock just above the farm track that goes up the 
slope.  To the north of this hillock there is what looks 
to be a choked pothole in the face of a rock outcrop.  
Further north there is a small length of a third vein, 
adjacent to the public footpath.  The small spoil heaps 
here suggest this was only a speculative trial working 
and no shafts were ever sunk.
On the other side of the shallow valley just to the 
south of the farm there is another shaft of around 0.6m 
diameter, ginged for about 0.5m.  It is covered with 
stones and has a concrete slab, which previously capped 
it, wedged in the top making it hard to see down, but it 
looks to be choked at around 3m depth.
There is a further section of worked vein at the south-
eastern end of Upper Edge which not visited on this 
occasion but has been previously viewed by John Gunn 
(pers. comm.), who observed that it presently has pitting 
to about 1m depth along its length.  Two areas where 
there is more spoil at surface may indicate former shaft 
locations here.
Although the veins cannot be named with certainty, the 
main location of mining activity around the shafts is 
most likely to be Greensides Mine, which is known to 
have been active between 1777 and 1809 and produced 
153 loads of ore between those dates (Heathcote 
2012).  However, the workings are likely to be earlier 
in origin; Richard Houndesfields of Greensides was 
one of the Jurymen at the Hartington Great Barmote 
Court of 1650 where the liberty’s customary laws 

were confirmed (Heathcote 2012) and the possible 
presence of a dwelling pre-dating the current farm in 
this area was suggested based on both documentary 
and field evidence in a report on the farm’s archaeology 
(Ullathorne 2002).  It would appear from these that 
there was a miner living here in the mid-17th century, 
quite possibly working the veins nearby.

Reported – Adam Russell
Present: Adam Russell, John Gunn, 

Phil Wolstenholme, Andy Gibb
References:

Heathcote, C.  (2012) A History and Gazeteer of the 
Lead Mines within Hartington Liberty, Derbyshire: 
1191-1890.Mining History 18:2, pp. 23-62.
Smith, P.  (1957) “Dowel Area” The Lyre 2, pp. 
30-34.
Smith, P.  (1959) Investigations in the Upper Dove 
Valley.  The Lyre 3, pp. 60-67.
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Cultural Heritage Team Archives.

Eighteenth Century Coal Mining at 
Stanage Colliery, South Yorkshire, centred 
SK 2320 8530
In the paper on coal mining on the Peak District’s 
Eastern Uplands published in Mining History in 2015 
it was stated that there were no records in the Duke 
of Norfolk accounts for Stanage Colliery located just 
behind Stanage Edge near High Neb.  The earliest record 
traced had been that by Farey published in 1811 (Farey 
1811, p. 210), with further mining thought to have taken 
place to the mid-19th century.
Recently mention of mining at Stanage Colliery was 
discovered by John Hunter while looking for different 
information for his own research.  This is within the 
1758-59 and 1759-60 accounts drawn up by Vincent 
Eyre the Ninth Duke of Norfolk’s steward.  In both years 
(midsummer to midsummer) James Frith and partners 
paid an annual rent of five guineas for ‘a Coal Mine at 
Stanage’.  However, no additional royalties were paid, 
suggesting that the amount of coal mined did not exceed 
that detailed in their lease agreement; unfortunately 
this has not been found.  The only previous surviving 
Eyre annual account is for 1753-54 and the colliery rent 
is not listed; similarly it does not appear in accounts 
from 1761-62 onwards drawn up by Henry Howard, 
the steward appointed after Eyre’s death in 1761.Thus, 
the venture by Frith and partners was presumably short 
lived, lasting for no more than eight years.
Stanage Colliery was possibly also active in the early 
18th century for, as Rieuwerts (2015) noted, Ward said 
that John Bagshaw from Abney Grange had obtained 
coal here in the reign of George 1 (1714-29) (Ward 
1950-51, pp. 140-41); however, Bagshaw’s surviving 
account book for 1720-32, while listing coal obtained, 
does not indicate where it was from (Hughes 1905) and 
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it is not known where Ward got his information from and 
whether it was reliable or not.

Reported: John Barnatt
Acknowledgement:

Many thanks to John Hunter for passing the 
information he found in the accounts to the author 
and for a thoughtful detailed appraisal of these.
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Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 44 Marsh Way, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9AD
or  John Barnatt, 351 Worksop Road, Mastin Moor, 

Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S43 3DH
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

Developments at Magpie Mine
Undergrounding the 33kV cable
Following protracted legal problems with regard to 
access & liability outside the Society’s properties a go 
ahead has been agreed.
At a meeting with Western Power Distribution (WPD) 
they stated they wished to complete the project to bury 
the cable this year.  The route will follow the track from 
the Trueblue field right down the site access track to 
the road and from there to near the junction of Johnson 
Lane and the road from Chelmorton where it would then 
resume its present overhead course to Flagg.
Unfortunately owing to the time needed to procure all 
the materials for the project the ideal time for carrying 
out the work, during March and April when there were 
no cattle in the fields, was too soon.  As a compromise 
work would start in late Summer, for completion and 
testing before the bad weather at the remote end.  This 
means that work down the access track to Magpie will 

be toward the end of September allowing most of our 
members and visitors unhindered access, particularly on 
Heritage Day when a large number of cars and people 
gather at Magpie.
Work on the track is estimated to take three weeks, 
during which time vehicular access may be restricted.
We shall be having a detailed meeting with WPD’s 
contractor to agree how work will be carried out and 
where and how the considerable tonnage of material 
(cable, ducting and clean backfill) will be delivered and 
stored.
It has been agreed that PDMHS will act as liaison with 
all the other parties involved during the work on the 
Magpie site.
While it may cause a small problem for a while the long 
term benefits will definitely be positive.  The Overhead 
cable will no longer intrude in many photographs and 
the track will get some much needed repairs carried out.
When the work actually starts on the track we hope to 
post updates on the Society website so visitors are aware 
of the situation before visiting.

Mike Luff

A Light-Hearted Look at Curation 
on the Cheap
And a trip down Memory Lane
Whilst going through an old mineral collection that 
came into my possession many years ago, I looked 
at the issue of curation by previous owners.  Having 
a computer to hand I asked it for the definition of 
curation.  This was described as “the action or process 
of selecting, organising and looking after the specimens 
in a collection or exhibition”.  O.K., nothing new there!  
Then I considered that different people would “look after 
specimens” in their own personal way and according to 
their means.  This collection had its origins in the 1920s 
and was inherited by an acquaintance in the 1960s; 
the owners had not used the “posh” professional black 
card trays, some of which had the benefit of a glazed 
top (see figure 1).  This collection was more of a home-
made nature. A variety of trays was evident which used 
household items such as match boxes and others whose 
origins are lost in the mists of time.  Nevertheless, 
some of the trays were evidently made from the base 
of a loose leaf tea packet (In this case, with enclosed 
specimen, see figure 2).  This is ideally suited for the 
standard mineral specimen being 1.75 x 2 inches and cut 
to a depth of 1 inch.  Noticing that some of these packet 
bases were from Typhoo Tea made me wonder if there 
was a possibility of dating from a study of the packets.
Whilst checking the Typhoo Tea website and 
emboldened by this course of research, I contacted 
customer services.  Whilst they were interested in this 
concept they were unable to advance my quest because 
the company, over time, has been absorbed by other 

mailto:observations@pdmhs.com
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concerns and so had apparently lost the 
archives (if there were any!).

An aside: The founder of the 
company, a Mr John Sumner, 
established Typhoo Tipps in 1903,  
and chose the name Typhoo,  the 
Chinese word for doctor (as Mr 
Michael Caine observed “not 
many people know that”).

So, is there a way to date these 
packets?  The first packet base (figure 
3) is equivalent to the original design 
from the 1930s but I suspect that this 
design was in production for a long 
period. Without the benefit of the rest 
of the packet where a price would have 
been causes difficulty in dating the 
packet.  There are others that advertise 
offers that give a precise date and these 
are usually associated with photos of 
football celebrities.  I note from an 
online source that Typhoo produced a 
series of football cards which at that 
time were printed on the packets and 
had to be cut from the cardboard. These 
were marketed between 1963-1973.  
The example in my collection, required 
the purchaser  to collect 12 white 
football logos from the packet and post 
these to Typhoo to receive a colour 
photo of a football star.  These were 
offered during the period 1973/1974.
Other tea packets were used, and in 
this collection are examples of Brooke 
Bond, one of which can be dated 
because it refers to an offer expiring on 
the 28th Feb 1974 (see figures 4 & 5).

An aside: Brooke Bond was 
founded by Arthur Brooke in 1845.  
There was never a Mr Bond, but 
Arthur Brooke liked the name.

Back to the article.  There will be many 
anoraks out there who have done a lot 
of work on dating, especially of packets 
with football cards.  The only snag, 
I hear you say, is that the base may 
not have the information which will 
secure the date.  Nothing is simple and 
I think I’m going to pass the burden of 
accurate tea packet dating to a Ph.D. 
student!

An aside:  In the early 1960s 
teabags made up less than 3% of 
the British tea market but by 2007 
it was 96%. 

Before I get howls of protest from other 
tea manufactures and purveyors of 
breakfast cereals  for not considering 

their products and to further 
demonstrate that I am not subject 
to bias, figure 6 shows the bases of 
well known individual portion cereal 
packets which are able to accommodate 
the slightly larger specimens, viz 2.5 
x 1.75 inches and 2.75 x 1 inch. Did 
the designers of these cartons have 
the best interests of mineralogists and 
palaeontologists at heart?
So much for the home made specimen 
trays which, before I get responses 
to the article, is not an indication of 
the age of accession of the  currently 
incumbent specimen.
I now present the stalwart of home-
made labelling; the border from a sheet 
of postage stamps.
Even I remember asking “the postie” 
to save the gummed edge of the 
sheet.  Has anyone studied any of 
these borders to see if they might help 
with dating.  I contacted the Royal 
Mail’s museum to enquire about this.  
Their response was to ask that if any 
information was available where would 
it be published.  I responded, but have 
received no reply.
Anyway, for those of a younger age, 
figure 7 shows such a label gummed 
onto a specimen of Oakstone from 
Arbor Low, Derbyshire.  The original 
owner kindly dated it as 1911.
I hope you, the reader, will forgive my 
ramblings and for now I have reached 
the end of my journey down memory 
lane and I promise to be more scientific 
in my next article......hmm, we’ll see!

John Cooke

Photographs, top to bottom left:
Figure 1: A specimen of Elaterite in a 
“posh” professional black card tray.
Figures 2 and 3: A specimen of calcite 
in a tray made from the base of a 
Typhoo loose leaf tea packet.
Figures 4 and 5: A similar tray made 
from the base of a Brooke Bond PG 
Tips tea packet, and containing a 
specimen of barite.
Figure 6: Two rather larger trays 
made from individual portion cereal 
packets.
Figure 7: A specimen of Oakstone 
(stalactitic barytes) from Arbor Low 
labelled using the gummed edge of a 
sheet of postage stamps.
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An Attempted Purchase - Cromford 
Moor Sough Commemorative Glass
On the 30th of January Adam Russell spotted, on 
the Aditnow website, that a lot of six 18th century 
drinking glasses were being offered for auction in 
Canterbury on the 8th of February.  One of them was 
described as “ale with plain stem and conical foot 
engraved ‘Suc[ces]s to Cromford Moor Sough’ ”.  The 
lot also included three glasses “with double air twist 
stem”, which are apparently quite collectable.
The historical significance of this glass was 
immediately clear, and over the next five days thirty 
six (yes, you read that correctly, thirty six !!!) emails 
were exchanged between myself, the Peak District 
Lead Mining Museum, the Committee and Council 
of the Society and the Arkwright Society concerning 
bidding for this lot.  In addition several members of 
the Society volunteered to make personal contributions 
towards any bid we made, including one who offered 
to buy the other five glasses from the Society if we 
were successful in bidding.
Then, on the 6th of February, I received an email from 
Ros Westwood, Derbyshire Museums Manager at 
Buxton Museum and Art Gallery.  Ros said that the 
previous day she had placed a commission bid on behalf 
of Buxton Museum and hoped that we would not be 
bidding against each other (which might have forced 
the price up!).  Buxton Museum has a collection of lead 
mining artefacts, and also material relating to Cromford.
I immediately contacted those members who had 
offered contributions, and they agreed to transfer 
their donations to support the Buxton Museum bid.  I 
was also able to advise Ros that there was a potential 
purchaser for the “unwanted” (by Buxton Museum and 
PDMHS, at least)  glasses in the lot.  A further flurry 
of emails followed, including some exchanged with 
a representative of the Derwent Valley Mills World 
Heritage Site.  As a result Ros was able to increase 
Buxton Museum’s commission bid from £500 to £800.
The next day, Saturday the 8th of February, was the 
day of the auction, and the six glasses were Lot 520 
of 525 to be sold on that day.  During the afternoon I 
watched the bidding online eagerly awaiting Lot 520, 
as I waited it was interesting to see how many lots were 
passed without a single bid.  Then the item of interest 
came up.  Bidding was quite rapid, soon passing £500, 
and continued.  £800 came, and went, and the hammer 
finally came down with a room bid of £840 – Buxton 
Museum’s attempt at purchase having failed.
Yet more emails between myself, PDMHS Committee 
members and Ros soon followed, and a new plan was 
concocted.  The next day I sent an email to the auction 
house to enquire if they might be able or willing to act 
as intermediaries between the Society and the purchaser 
to see if we could purchase that one glass privately.  
That very evening I received a reply from David at the 
Canterbury Auction Gallery to say that he had forwarded 
my email to the purchaser, who was in Australia!

Time passed, but we have received no response, so 
sadly it seems that our joint efforts to ensure that this 
historic glass remained in Derbyshire for display in an 
accredited museum have come to naught.

Steve Thompson

Some Brief Notes on Cromford Moor 
Sough or Longe Sough
Originally known as the Greate Sough or Longe Sough, 
it was begun in 1657 or 1658.  A document mentioned 
by Rieuwerts (2012) and dated to Michaelmas Term 15 
Charles II (October to December 1664) states that the 
sough was begun “about seaven yeares since”.  It was 
planned to be driven through shale to drain Tinley Vein, 

A view of part of the inscription on the Cromford Moor 
Sough commemorative glass.

Photo courtesy of the Canterbury Auction Gallery
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Ashcross Vein and others, and was also intended to 
unwater the Godbehere Vein.  However, great difficulties 
were caused when the sough encountered very hard 
strata resulting in a diversion from its planned course.
The sough is particularly notable as the site of very 
early use of gunpowder blasting, possibly as early as 
1662-1663, but certainly during 1676 to 1680.  Two 
highly detailed studies relating to this early blasting 
have previously been published (Rieuwerts 1983, 
Rieuwerts 1998).
Work in the sough, and in its several branches, continued 
into, and throughout much of, the eighteenth century; 
presumably the commemorative glass referred to in the 
previous paper will date to sometime during this period. 
A comprehensive history with numerous documentary 
references has also been published by Rieuwerts (2012).

Steve Thompson
References:

Rieuwerts, J.  H.  (1983) Cromford Sough and the 
Early Use of Gunpowder.  Mining History 8:5, 
pp. 315-329.
Rieuwerts, J.  H.  (1998) Early Gunpowder Work in 
Longe or Cromford Sough, Derbyshire, 1662-1663 
and 1676-1680.  Mining History 13:6, pp. 1-5.
Rieuwerts, J.H.  (2012) Lead Mining in Derbyshire: 
History, Development and Drainage. Vol.4. Matlock 
Bath: PDMHS Ltd. pp. 32-40.

NAMHO Conference 2020 - Cornwall
As already announced, NAMHO 2020 will be held in 
Cornwall and is aimed at an international audience, 
as was INTER-NAMHO 2000.  The conference dates 
are the 3rd to the 6th of April 2020.  The theme of the 
conference is “Copper, Tin and Gold” following the 
discovery that the Nebra Sky Disc contains gold and tin 
from Cornwall.  For more information on the Nebra Sky 
Disc see: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nebra_sky_disk
Kevin Baker is co-ordinating the conference on behalf 
of NAMHO and the organisation will involve a working 
group drawn from a number of member organisations.
The venue will be split between the Penventon Park 
Hotel and Redruth School with camping in the school 
grounds. Booking has been available since the start of 
the year - book here:-
https://namho.org/conf2020/confpages/conf_booking.php
A full lecture programme has been arranged.
Following the conference, there will be surface and 
underground trips in the Tamar Valley with camping 
available at Morwellham Quay on the 7th and 8th of 
April.  More details about the conference are available 
on the conference website:

https://www.namho.org/conference_2020.php.
Steve Thompson

Working Weekend at Temple Mine
With the approach of the summer I am planning a 
working weekend at Temple Mine on Saturday the 9th 
and Sunday the 10th of May.
The main tasks will be a general tidy-up of the site, tree 
pruning/felling around the top  edge of the quarry and 
clearing ivy from the quarry face above the entrance.  
There are also some small, but mucky, jobs to do in the 
mine.  If you want to come along on either or both days 
it would be helpful if you could let me know (email 
editor@pdmhs.com or phone 0116 2830836) but this is 
not essential.

Richard Shaw

Heritage Talks and Walks
The Museum has been organising Heritage Talks during 
the Autumn and Winter for a few years now, but in the 
last 12 months they have attracted increasingly large 
audiences of up to 100 people.  With talks on a wide 
range of topics from old Matlock Bath, canals, railways, 
the Arkwright mills, local geology and of course mines, 
these have become a popular monthly community event 
with Matlock residents, as well as people from Buxton 
and Chesterfield attending.  In fact, the last few talks 
have been so well attended that the notoriously chilly 
Pump Room became almost warm from all the body 
heat!  Members of the audience are often able to share 
information with the speaker, and there have been some 
fascinating discussions during the interval whilst we 
enjoy tea and cake.  Most of the speakers give their time 
for free with the bonus for those with recently published 
books who sell many copies on the evening.
The Pump Room is also available for private hire and 
is a very flexible space.  Over the last 12 months it 
has been used several times as a polling station, by a 
painting class, for BCA training sessions, and a very 
busy record fair – the latter was particularly popular with 
me as they requested that the heating be turned OFF as it 
was too warm for the records and they could warp!  With 
the improvements we will be making we hope to be able 
to increase the number of lettings. Contact the Museum 
if you would like to know more about hiring this space.
During the summer the Museum runs Heritage Walks 
which have explored local villages including Matlock 
Bath, Cromford, Bonsall and Winster as well as some 
old lead mining sites.  This year we also plan to have a 
local Geology Walk – aimed at the enthusiastic novice. 
These activities are important fund-raisers but also 
promote knowledge and understanding of the local 
area, which are key aims of the Museum.  Many of the 
people who come to the talks also go on walks, visit the 
Museum or return to buy items from the shop, they are 
interested in the future of the Museum and the building it 
is in – maybe it is time to start a Friends of the Museum 
group with a loyalty card?

Clare Herbert.

Postponed

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nebra_sky_disk
https://namho.org/conf2020/confpages/conf_booking.php
https://www.namho.org/conference_2020.php
mailto:editor@pdmhs.com


11

Meets Programme, April to June 2020
UEG Underground Trip– Merry Tom 
Mine, Via Gellia
Tuesday 28th April 2020: Leader: Arthur Wilson, meet 
at Ryder Point, Via Gellia, at 7.00pm.
Merry Tom Mine has a number of features of interest, 
such as the remains of wooden rails in the upper level.  
This trip involves two free climbs to get between the 
upper, middle and lower levels; the second can be 
lifelined if attendees wish.  Eight places available.  Visit 
courtesy of the Wirksworth Mines Research Group

UEG Underground Trip – West Mine, 
Alderley Edge
Saturday 16th May 2020 Leader – Dave Woolam, meet 
at Alderley Edge car park, at 12.00pm.
This trip, courtesy of the Derbyshire Caving Club 
(DCC), will visit this sizeable copper working with 
some spectacularly large stopes.  The trip will involve 
exposed traverses along parts of these, so attendees 
must be competent in the use of cowstails on a traverse 
line.  Sit harnesses with cowstails will be required 
though these can be borrowed by prior arrangement.  
Unfortunately, only over–16s are allowed on this trip (a 
DCC requirement).
Eight places available.  The DCC are also having open 
days at the Alderley Edge Mines on the first weekend 
in April, which will involve the opportunity to visit the 
neighbouring Wood Mine which is novice–friendly.

Evening Walk – Bonsall Lees
Tuesday 19th May: Leader: Adam Russell, meet at the 
car park in Bonsall, 7.00pm.
This walk will pass the Horsedale mines and head out 
onto Bonsall Lees, which should at this time of year 
have a fine display of orchids growing on the spoil.  A 
multiplicity of shafts cover the area, and there are some 
rare mining features in the form of the sites of cog and 
rung horse gins.  The walk is not strenuous and will 
involve gentle slopes and take around two and a half 
hours.  Optional drinks afterwards in the Barleymow, 
Bonsall Uppertown.

UEG Underground Trip – Merlin Mine, 
Stoney Middleton Dale
Tuesday 2nd June: Leader: Adam Russell, meet at the 
Lovers Leap parking area, Stoney Middleton, at 7.00pm.
The survival of this mine and former show cave was 
an early success for the Society, when we managed to 
persuade the landowner not to block the entrance.  The 
trip will involve walking and stooping height passages, 
though with some scrambling in places.  It was formerly 
well–decorated with flowstone but this has sadly long 
since been vandalised.  Eight places available.

Reference:
Rieuwerts, J. 1960, “Merlin Mine” PDMHS Bulletin 
Vol. 1 No. 2.

Trip Update: Snailbeach Lead Mine, 
Shropshire, see January Newsletter, page 4:
Saturday 6th June 2020, organiser Paul Chandle,
This trip, with options of visiting the Show Mine at 
Snailbeach, or an SRT Trip is open to all with the 
proviso that BCA Caving Insurance is essential for the 
SRT trip, but not for the Show Mine.
At present two people are booked for the SRT trip, and 
just one for the Show Mine.

UEG Underground Trip – Old Gells Spar 
Mine, Godfreyhole
Saturday 20th June: Leader: Martin Long, meeting place 
to be confirmed, 12.00pm.
This trip will visit a good example of an earlier lead 
mine that was reworked for calcite in the early 20th 
century, and has a sizeable main stope.  Access is 
via a shaft around 35m deep, so attendees need to be 
competent in SRT.  Six places available.  Visit courtesy 
of the Wirksworth Mines Research Group.
ReferenCe:

Ford, T.D. 1996 “Calcite Mining in the Peak 
District” Mining History 13:2.

Heritage Walk: Hayfield to New Mills Area
Sunday 5th July 2020: Leader: Paul Chandler, meet 
Hayfield village, Old Railway Station car park (Pay and 
Display), NGR SK 0359 8693.
Party size limited to 15.  To book your place(s), and to 
get meeting time, further details, etc. please contact Paul 
Chandler, either by Email: meets@pdmhs.com or Phone/
Text: 07908 607513 (text is best). 
Starting from Hayfield, we will follow the old Hayfield 
to New Mills branch line, now the Sett Valley Trail 
(SVT). Arriving in New Mills we will visit the 
spectacular Torrs Gorge, the impressive Millennium 
Walkway, historic Tor Vale Mill, the popular Peak Forest 
Canal, view two coal mine soughs, and not forgetting 
a well known Sweets factory! Our return route is back 
along the SVT to Hayfield. Distance: 7.3 miles.
An easy, mostly flat walk on footpaths, trail walking, 
short road sections,  canal towpath, some short and 
easy descents and ascents, some steps.  Wear your usual 
walking clothes and boots, and bring a packed lunch and 
drink.  Don’t forget your smartphone or camera. Dogs 
on leads only please.
Reference:

Heathcote, 2006 “The Coal Mine Soughs draining 
into the Rivers Goyt and Sett in North-West 
Derbyshire“ Mining History 16:4 .

Adam Russell and Paul Chandler

Postponed
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Heritage Open Day, Magpie Mine
Heritage Open Day at Magpie Mine has become a 
well-established fixture in the calendar, and this year’s 
event will be held on Sunday, the 13th of September, 
2020.  Not only is this an occasion to impart our knowl-
edge to the general public, but we find that our visitors 
are now bringing information and historic photographs 
and documents to us.  It also serves as a social occasion 
at which to meet old friends and make new ones.  There 
will be the usual guided tours of the surface of the Mag-
pie Mine, together with free tea and coffee.  We also like 
to provide an extra, different, attraction each year.
Our Heritage Open Day is part of a nation-wide cultural 
heritage festival organised under the umbrella of the ap-
propriately named ‘Heritage Open Days’.  This organi-
sation, funded by the People’s Postcode Lottery, co-ordi-
nates over 5,000 different events held in mid-September 
at locations spread up and down the country.  Each year, 
Heritage Open Days adopts a different theme: this year’s 
is ‘Hidden Nature’.  Given that mining is all about natu-
rally occurring minerals, most of which are hidden from 
sight, we can surely put on something, mining related, 
that follows that theme.  Unfortunately, it is not practical 
to take our visitors underground to see hidden nature for 
themselves, so is there some way that we can bring that 
hidden nature to our visitors?  Your ideas will be more 
than welcome.
Nearer the time, I will of course be putting out the usual 
plea for helpers.  Not only do we need people to lead 
the guided tours, but also to serve refreshments, act as 
car park attendants, put out signage, and make sure that 
everything runs smoothly.  We also need help the Sunday 
before (6th September) to make the site clean and tidy, 
and again after our visitors have gone to clear everything 
up.  Please contact Andy Gillings (0115 963 5497) if you 
can help, or for more information about the event.

Andy Gillings

Recent Additions to the PDMHS 
Library
Over the last year we have seen a significant increase in 
the number of books available in the PDMHS library.  
The Society inherited a large number of books on 
mining, industrial archaeology and local history from 
Dave Williams and has also received several new books 
donated by their authors. These include:

“Gold Occurrences in the UK by Lee Gary Palmer”
“Minerals of the English Midlands by Roy Starkey”
“The Archaeology of Underground Mines and 
Quarries by John Barnatt “

Recently we have also received a collection of 
documents, reports and drawings from the estate of the 
late Roy Buckley, one of the original ‘Operation Mole’ 
members. These have now been catalogued and details 
are shown on the PDMHS website.

A new collection of documents, records and drawings 
has just arrived from Ron Slack who has published 
several books on lead mining particularly around 
Brassington. Other donations of documents and mine 
drawings have been received from Les Riley and the late 
Margaret Howard.
We have also received from Nigel Blake three 
commercial high-quality sepia prints in card mounts 
of Millclose Mine, taken at the time a new processing 
plant was being installed.  Thank you, all of you for the 
donations made!
Updated lists of the contents of the PDMHS Library, 
including Books, Newsletters and Journals, Archive 
boxes, Maps and Mine Plans and the collections from 
Doug Nash, Dave Williams and Roy Buckley are now 
available on the PDMHS website.
If you wish to view or borrow any of these items then 
please contact myself or Clare Herbert at the Museum.

John Pigott.

New Members
Please welcome these new members who have recently 
joined the Society.

Dr Richard Patrick, BUXTON
Terrafirma IDC, BRISTOL
Brian Wyld & Christine Skinner, STARKHOLMES

We hope they will all find their membership of the 
Society to be an enjoyable and rewarding experience, 
and that they will join in all the activities of the Society.

Keith Gregory
Membership Secretary

PDMHS Newsletter, July 2020
The deadline for the July 2020 edition of the Newsletter 
is Monday the 1st of June 2020.

Articles, photographs, letters etc. should be sent to:-
Steve Thompson
56 The Banks, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN9 5YX
 Telephone: 01933 675428
 Email: newsletter@pdmhs.com
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