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Press Information 

 

Peak District Mining Museum Exploring Opportunity to 

Relocate to National Stone Centre 
 

A popular museum detailing the story of the Derbyshire mining and quarrying 

industry is exploring opportunities to relocate its valuable historical collection to 

the National Stone Centre (NSC) in Wirksworth. 

 

The opportunity for the Peak District Mining Museum to move to a new home has 

arisen following the 2021 merger of the NSC with the Institute of Quarrying (IQ). 

The shared ambition of the IQ and NSC is to create a world class visitor 

experience and an internationally significant centre of excellence for the 

quarrying and mineral products industry on the existing site of the NSC. 

 

James Thorne is IQ’s Chief Executive Officer. He explains: “Derbyshire has a 

long history of quarrying and mining, which has shaped the area’s natural 

environment that so many people enjoy today. When we announced the merger 

of the IQ and NSC last summer and outlined our plans to redevelop the NSC, it 

got us noticed by the directors of the Peak District Mining Museum, who 

approached us for further exploratory conversations about a possible move. It’s 

still early days but it feels like there’s a real energy and enthusiasm for this to 

work.” 

 

Clare Herbert is Museum Manager at the Peak District Mining Museum. She 

adds: “We are quite literally just down the road from the National Stone Centre, 



 

 

so a move to the IQ’s proposed ‘centre of excellence’ for quarrying and mineral 

products would be a perfect fit for us. It would also enable us to realise the  

ambition we have for the museum and collection, whilst remaining embedded in 

the Derbyshire mining communities from which we draw our inspiration.” 

 

The National Stone Centre officially opened in 1990 to inspire people to engage 

with the origin, industry and the history of stone. It is set within six former 

limestone quarries on a 40 acre Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). IQ’s 

vision of creating a knowledge centre for the industry will result in a destination 

that can be used by the industry to engage employees and other stakeholders 

vital to the future success of the sector. 

 

For more information visit IQ’s website www.quarrying.org 
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Note to editors 

The Institute of Quarrying 

The Institute of Quarrying (http://www.quarrying.org) is the international professional 

body for quarrying, construction materials and the related extractive and processing 

industries, with over 6,000 members in some 50 countries of the world. Membership is 

open to individuals, rather than companies, and the Institute's long-term objective is to 

promote progressive improvements in all aspects of operational performance through the 

medium of education and training. 

 



 

 

The Institute believes education and training is a lifelong opportunity that should be 

viewed in the broadest terms, starting with initial qualifications gained at college, 

university or through distance learning programmes. This is followed by continuing 

professional development through attendance at conferences, seminars, training 

courses, competence assessment schemes, workshops, technical meetings, site visits 

and the updating of knowledge by reading the Institute's journals, technical and 

management papers and handbooks. 

 

National Stone Centre 

The National Stone Centre (www.nationalstonecentre.org.uk) is a museum, an industrial 

heritage discovery centre and a Site of Special Scientific Interest at Wirksworth, near 

Matlock Bath in Derbyshire. The Centre is an educational charity and is operated by a 

group of volunteer trustees. Set within six former limestone quarries in the heart of the 

Derbyshire Dales, on the edge of the Peak District National Park, and close to the 

Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site, the National Stone Centre (NSC) is a 40 acre 

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), for its geological formations, offering outdoor 

and indoor activities for all. 

 

Peak District Mining Museum 

The Peak District Mining Museum (www.peakdistrictleadminingmuseum.co.uk) opened in 

1978 and is owned and operated by the Peak District Mines Historical Society. It is 

situated within The Grand Pavilion, in the picturesque spa town of Matlock Bath, on the 

edge of the Peak District. The Museum explores the fascinating history of the Derbyshire 

mining industry, and of the many families who made their living from this gruelling work. 

It houses thousands of items, relics of the lost lead industry, which are explained and 

interpreted in an imaginative and thought-provoking exhibition. These include hundreds 

of rock and mineral specimens from around the world.  
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